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gorwelius,  by  the  grace  of  god  and  favour  of  the  Apos¬ 
tolic  See,  Archbishop  of  Halifax : 

XTo  tbe  CLler^,  IkeltQtous  ©rbers,  anb  Xattp  of  tbe 
Btocese:  IfDeaitb  anb  Benebtction  in  tbe  Xotb- 

Dearly  Beloved  : 

For  the  thoughtful  man,  much  more  for  the  true  Christain, 
there  surely  cannot  be  any  affair  of  such  importance  as  the 
attaining  of  eternal  happiness.  We  feel,  and  are  intimately 
certain,  of  our  immortality.  Every  fibre  of  our  bodies,  every 
aspiration  of  our  souls,  every  act  of  our  intelligence,  rebels 
against  annihilation,  and  by  its  innate  conviction  proclaims  its 
undying  nature.  Not  merely  that  the  separate  forces  that  go 
to  make  up  the  person,  shall  not  be  destroyed  by  death,  but 
also,  that  the  individual  consciousness  which  really  constitutes 
life,  shall  know  no  end,  is  an  invincible  truism  of  nature. 
Equally  invincible  is  our  tendency  to  happiness.  We  have  no 
need  to  seek  outside  of  ourselves  proofs  of  our  immortality,  or 
of  our  longing  desire  for  felicity. 

Nowt,  given  the  fact  that  the  individual  consciousness,  which 
testifies  to  its  identity  with .  itself,  during  the  various  phases  of 
childhood,  youth,  manhood  and  old  age,  shall  go  on  forever, 
although  it  shall  experience  the  phase  called  death,  does  not  the 
eternal  possession  of  that  peace  and  happiness  for  which  it  longs 


become  a  matter  of  supreme  importance  ?  “  What  shall  a  man 

give  in  exchange  for  his  soul  ”  is  the  terse  and  telling  question 
by  which  the  Divine  Teacher  sought  to  impress  this  lesson  on 
mankind.  An  appeal  is  made  to  what  so  many  in  our  day 
profess  to  follow,  namely,  reason  ;  yet,  how  many  disregard  its 
teachings,  and  barter  their  soul’s  salvation  for  less  than  a 
“  M  ess  of  Pottage  for  less  than  even  the  empty  “  husks  which 
the  swine  do  eat.”  We  are  not  now  speaking  of,  or  to,  those 
who  have  never  known  or  heard  of  the  truths  of  Revelation. 
Whilst  their  state  is  a  sad  one,' we  know  that  much  will  be 
pardoned  because  of  their  ignorance  ;  that  much  will  be  forgiven 
because  of  their  lack  of  malice. 

In  treating  of  the  evils  which  afflict  modern  society,  we 
must  guard  equally  against  exaggeration,  and  easy  going 
condonation.  ATice  is  not  less  evil  than  it  ever  was  because  it 
may  be  more  fashionable  ;  nor  is  it  more  sinful  because  we  are 
less  addicted  to  it.  The  external  measure  of  evil  is  its  opposi¬ 
tion  to  God’s  law ;  its  internal,  the  knowledge  of  the  one 
committing  it.  We  should  also  bear  in  mind  that  sins  and 
crimes  amongst  professing  christains  constitute  no  proof  of  the 
inefficacv  of  the  restraining  influences  of  Christianity,  nor  of  the 
inadequacy  of  its  means  of  holiness.  They  simply  show  the 
misuse  of  free-will  by  individual  members  of  the  body.  Men 
loved  in  our  Lord’s  Day  the  “  darkness  ”  rather  than  the 
“  light,”  and  many  still  continue  to  do  so. 

Again,  those  who  read  carefully  the  pages  of  the  New  Tes¬ 
tament,  will  never  be  surprised  at  the  weakening  of  faith,  or 
even  defection  from  it,  of  many  ;  nor  will  its  cause  be  unknown. 
The  New  Testament  has  its  prophets  as  well  as  the  Old,  though 
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to  some  this  will  sound  strange.  Not  only,  however,  is  it  true, 
but  the  vision  of  the  former  is  clearer,  and  their  prophecies 
more  definite,  and  more  readily  understood,  than  those  of  the 
latter.  Whatsoever  there  were  of  gifts  and  graces,  and  healing 
power  in  the  old  Law,  have  been  amplified  and  perfected,  and 
made  permanent  in  the  new  Dispensation.  The  present  wave 
of  doubt,  mental  wavering,  and  intellectual  rebellion  against  the 
Truths  of  Revelation,  which  is  sweeping  over  the  Christian 
World,  submerging  the  weak,  and  wrecking  the  proud  of  intel¬ 
lect  on  the  shoals  of  unbelief,  was  foreseen  and  proclaimed  by 
St.  Paul  when  he  wrote :  “  For  there  shall  be  a  time  when  they 
will  not  endure  sound  doctrine,  but  according  to  their  own  de¬ 
sires  they  will  heap  to  themselves  teachers,  having  itching  ears, 
and  will  indeed  turn  away  their  hearing  from  the  truth,  and  will 
be  turned  unto  fables.” — (Tim.  IV.,  3,  4).  Do  not  these  few 
words  of  the  inspired  writer  give,  with  the  touch  of  a  master 
hand,  a  striking  pen  picture  of  to-day  ?  How  many,  alas,  “  will 
not  endure  sound  doctrine,”  and  like  the  Jews,  when  our  Lord 
promised  to  give  his  flesh  and  blood  to  nourish  our  souls,  they 
cry  out :  “This  saying  is  hard,  and  who  can  hear  it  ?  ” — (John 
VI ,  61).  They  would  measure  the  power  of  the  Omnipotent  b}^ 
their  own  force,  and  judge  what  should  be  the  right  weight  of 
Christ’s  yoke  by  the  standard  of  their  self-indulgence.  They 
turn  away  from  the  truth.  Ah  !  the  cruel  delusion  of  our 
day  !  Men  profess  a  great  love  for  the  truth,  and  to  find  it, 
will  turn  away  from  it.  Willingly  they  turn  “  unto  fables  ” — 
fables  that  ere  a  year  has  flown  are  superseded  by  other  idle 
tales,  masquerading  as  the  conclusions  of  science.  Within  the 
last  forty  or  fifty  years  we  have  witnessed  the  rise  of  half  a 
dozen  or  more  theories  which  deluded  men  assured  us  would 
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overturn  Christianity.  We  have  heard  them  extolled  in  various 
languages,  and  from  innumerable  platforms,  as  the  very  latest 
and  most  reliable  explanations  both  of  the  existence  of  the 
world,  and  of  ourselves  ;  and  now,  to-day,  we  are  assisting  at  their 
funerals.  The  names  of  their  originators,  once  mentioned  with 
reverence,  are  now  flippantly  referred  to  with  a  jeer,  save  by 
literary  middlings  and  belated  wanderers  around  the  overturned 
shrines  of  the  erst  popular  idols.  These  still  in  their  pitiful 
silliness  invoke  the  shades  of  Darwin,  Spencer,  Huxley,  and 
Harnack,  not  realizing  how  low  these  have  fallen  in  the  estima¬ 
tion  of  the  learned.  Men  of  “  Science  ”  are  appraising  these 
authors,  and  their  theories,  in  words  almost  identical  with  those 
used  by  Catholic  writers  thirty  years  ago  ;  and  themselves  and 
the  world  think  they  are  saying  something  original.  Let  no 
Catholic  be  deceived,  or  misled,  by  new  theories,  how  plausible 
soever.  Whatever  is  in  contradiction  to  Revelation  is  neces¬ 
sarily  false ;  and  whatsoever  is  opposed  to  the  authorized 
teaching  of  the  Church  is  counter  to  Revelation.  Human 
wisdom  is  good  ;  so,  to,  is  human  learning;  not  by  these,  how¬ 
ever,  but  by  the  indwelling  of  the  spirit  of  truth  in  God’s 
Church,  is  the  sense  of  Scripture  to  be  made  manifest  to  man¬ 
kind,  and  the  light  of  the  Gospel  to  be  diffused. 

It  is  self-evident  to  a  reflecting  mind,  that  the  human  intel¬ 
ligence  cannot  go  on  progressing  indefinitely  on  a  given  line. 
The  finely  spun  thread  of  the  cocoon  appears,  at  first  sight,  end¬ 
less  in  its  evolutions  ;  but  in  due  course  the  end  is  reached ;  for 
to  all  created  things  there  is  a  first  and  a  last;  to  every  created 
force  there  is  a  maximum,  as  well  as  a  minimum  power  of 
action.  Like  all  created  forces  the  human  intellect  exercises  its 
influence  within  given  limits.  The  play  and  variety  of  its 
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movements  within  its  orbit  are  many,  indeed,  and  complicated  ; 
but  it  can  no  more  go  beyond  it  than  can  a  planet  of  our  solar 
system  fly  off  into  space.  Hence  we  find  that  away  back  in  the 
ages  human  intelligence  attained  its  highest  point  of  excellence 
in  various  branches ;  amongst  others,  literature,  painting,  sculp¬ 
ture  and  philosophy.  This  undeniable  truth  of  the  essential 
limitation  of  the  human  intelligence  is  distasteful  to  the  proud  of 
heart.  It  proves  at  once  that  only  a  divinely  instituted,  and 
divinely  assisted  guide,  is  capable  of  directing  aright  to-day,  as 
in  the  past,  our  intelligence  in  the  investigation  of  the  super¬ 
natural.  What  God  has  revealed  is  to  be  learned  through 
hearing,  not  through  reasoning.  The  difficulties  experienced 
by  many  in  accepting  the  truths  of  Revelation  do  not  arise,  as  a 
certain  class  of  shallow  writers  are  fond  of  saying,  from  the 
“  complexity  of  the  modern  mind,”  and  the  development  of  the 
critical  faculty,  but  from  a  disregard  of  the  apostle’s  warning 
— “  Now  faith  is  through  hearing.”  What  minds  were  more 
subtly  complex,  more  acutely  critical  that  those  of  the  great 
schoolmen  of  the  middle  ages  ;  and  yet,  for  them  the  truths  of 
Revelation  presented  no  difficulties  of  belief  and  acceptance. 
Their  well  trained  minds  recognized  that  the  God,  whose  exist¬ 
ence  their  reason  could  prove,  could  make  known,  and  as  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  fact  had  made  known  these  truths,  belonging  to  an  order 
outside  of  the  range  of  human  intelligence,  and  which  were  to 
be  acquired  through  hearing  alone.  Let  men  of  good  will 
acknowledge  that  the  natural  can  never  be  so  developed  and 
improved  as  to  become  a  measure  of  the  supernatural,  and  they 
will  have  done  much  towards  preparing  their  souls  for  the  re¬ 
ception  of  the  “  good  seed  ”  scattered  by  the  Divine  sower.  And 
let  those  who  have  the  honour  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  at  heart 
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bear  in  mind  that  they  are  to  be  defended  and  upheld,  not  by 
concessions  which  make  them  more  palatable  by  diminishing 
their  authority,  but  by  a  fuller  and  clearer  exposition  and  inter¬ 
pretation  of  their  nature  as  divine  messages,  clothed  in  the 
needful  though  ill-fitting  garments  of  human  speech. 

The  Apostolic  prophet,  St.  Paul,  not  only  foretold  the  relax¬ 
ation  of  our  day  and  its  cause,  viz  :  because  men  wonld  not 
“  endure  sound  doctrine,”  and  would  turn  away  their  “  hearing 
from  the  truth,”  he  also  pointed  out  its  antidote.  Why  do  men 
refuse  to  believe  ?  Not,  as  a  rule,  certainly,  through  perversity 
of  spirit,  but  from  a  lack  of  knowledge.  Why  do  those  who 
have  believed  grow  cold,  and  worldly,  and  sceptical  ?  Is  it  not 
rather  from  a  lack  of  reflection,  from  a  want  of  considering  in 
their  hearts  than  from  wanton  wickedness?  We  cannot  under¬ 
take  to  measure  the  extent  of  individual  guilt  or  blame  in 
this  lack  of  knowledge  of  God’s  law  on  the  part  of  unbe¬ 
lievers,  nor  of  lack  of  reflection  on  the  part  of  those  who  have 
believed.  Many  causes  have  conspired  in  our  day  to  promote 
the  growth  of  a  materialistic  spirit,  and  to  deaden  spiritual  as¬ 
pirations.  The  wonderful  increase  of  worldly  comforts,  and 
even  luxuries  ;  the  development  of  purely  physical  studies  to 
the  neglect  of  the  intellectual  ones  ;  the  systematic  ignoring  in 
education  of  the  Creator  and  His  part  in  the  government  of  the 
world  ;  and  the  consequent  sensual,  creedless,  Godless  literature 
that  is  produced  because  it  pays,  and  pays  because  it  flatters  the 
increasing  animalism  of  society,  have  created  an  atmosphere  in¬ 
imical  to  a  healthy  growth  in  virtue.  Those  who  are  born  in 
this  practically  Godless  environment  are  seriously  handicapped 
in  a  spiritual  sense,  and  are  more  deserving  of  pity  than  blame. 
To  meet  the  highest  needs  of  man’s  rational  and  religious 
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nature,  in  such  a  state  of  society,  the  Apostle  does  not  counsel 
the  employment  of  human  learning,  either  critical  or  controver¬ 
sial,  much  less  an  emasculation  of  the  robust  truths  of  the 
Gospel.  It  is  through  them  indeed  that  man’s  intelligence  is  to 
be  enlightened,  the  animalism  of  society  to  be  replaced  by  a 
quickened  sense  of  the  spiritual,  audits  ethical  corruption  super¬ 
seded  by  Christian  Morality.  Hence  he  uses  these  solemn 
words  :  “I  charge  thee  before  God  and  Jesus  Christ,  Who  shall 
judge  the  living  and  the  dead,  by  His  coming,  and  His  King¬ 
dom.  Preach  the  word  ;  be  instant  in  season,  out  of  season  ; 
reprove,  entreat,  rebuke  in  all  patience  and  doctrine. — (Tim.  IV. 
1,  2.)  “Preach  the  word,”  that  is  the  Heaven  given  cure  for 
spiritual  blindness  in  the  wise  as  well  as  in  the  unwise;  for  it 
bears  within  itself  the  overmastering  light  that  shines  around 
God’s  throne.  It  softens  the  hardness  of  sin-blighted  hearts, 
for  it  is  charged  with  the  dew  of  divine  grace,  which  distils 
from  the  eternal  fountain  of  love.  It  cleanses  the  soul-stains 
engendered  by  sensual  indulgence,  for  it  is  fraught  with  the 
purifying  blood  of  the  Lamb  “slain  from  the  beginning  of  the 
world.”  It  dissipates  the  murky  cloud  of  doubt,  anxiety  and 
despair,  born  of  sin  and  of  a  lost  faith,  for  it  comes  enshrouded 
in  a  ray  of  hope  that  tells  of  God’s  mercy  and  of  a  plentiful 
redemption.  It  rekindles  the  spent  fire  of  sweet  charity,  for  it 
is  a  living  spark  from  the  all-consuming  love  of  Him  who  “  lor 
us  men  and  for  our  salvation,”  bowed  the  Heavens,  came  down  to 
earth,  lived,  laboured,  and  died,  that  we  might  learn  to  love 
Yes,  if  by  word  and  example  the  word  be  preached,  in  season, 
and  out  of  season,  always  and  everywhere,  all  things  will  be 
quickly  renewed  in  Christ.  “  For  the  word  of  God  is  living  and 
effectual  and  more  piercing  than  any  two  edged  sword  :  and 
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reaching  unto  the  division  of  the  soul  and  spirit,  of  the  joints, 
also,  and  the  marrow,  ani  is  a  discerner  of  the  thoughts  and 
intents  of  the  heart.” — (Heb.  IV.  12.) 

Hence,  our  Holy  Father  the  Pope,  recognizing  the  needs  of 
the  human  heart,  has  called  upon  the  Bishops  of  the  Church  to 
take  active  steps  for  the  teaching  of  God’s  word,  both  as  regards 
the  rudimentary  truths  of  the  Catechism,  as  well  as  in  the 
higher  forms  of  doctrinal  instruction.  It  may  be  safely  asserted 
that  no  more  opportune  and  efficacious  means  “  of  restoring  all 
things  in  Christ,”  could  be  suggested  and  urged  than  a  persistent 
and  thorough  teaching  of  the  little  Catechism.  God  the  Creator 
is  not  acknowledged ;  God  the  Redeemer  is  denied ;  God  the 
Rewarder  of  good,  and  the  Avenger  of  evil  is  voted  a  myth  ; 
heaven  and  hell  are  classed  as  fables  ;  responsibility  for  the  use 
of  our  will,  and  the  immortality  of  our  soul,  are  called  idle 
dreams.  What  religion,  what  morality,  can  be  built  up  in  an 
individual  heart,  or  in  the  life  of  a  community,  in  which  these 
fundamental  truths  are  denied,  or  ignored  ?  What  boots  it 
to  discuss  the  nature  and  extent  of  scriptural  inspiration 
with  those  who  deny  the  very  postulates  of  reason,  and  its 
most  limpid  conclusions  ?  We  must  teach  them  as  St.  Paul 
taught  the  learned  and  sceptical  “  Men  of  Athens,”  that  there  is 
a  God,  unknown,  indeed,  to  them,  but  seen  and  known  in  his 
works;  a  resurrection  from  the  dead,  a  judgment.  They  may 
laugh,  indeed,  us  some  of  the  Athenians  did,  but  the  word  of 
God  will  not  be  less  fruitful  to-day  than  when  it  fell  in  the 
unsympathetic  surroundings  of  the  Areopagus. 

Now,  this  work  of  teaching  the  primary  truths  of  Christian¬ 
ity  should  begin  at  home.  At  its  mother’s  knee,  and  from  her 
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lips,  the  child  should  receive  the  first  lessons  in  the  supernatural. 
Her  voice  should  be  the  first  to  echo  into  the  ears  of  her  child 
the  sublime  words  of  the  Lord’s  Prayer  ;  the  first  to  train  its 
baby  tongue  to  repeat  them,  long  before  it  understands  any¬ 
thing  of  their  meaning.  In  this  way  they  will  become  rooted 
in  its  heart,  and  grow  into  the  very  fibres  of  its  being.  There 
is  no  spectacle  on  earth  so  pleasing  to  God  and  His  Angels,  as 
that  of  a  mother  endeavouring  to  consecrate  the  heart  and  the 
lips  of  her  child  to  His  service,  by  teaching  it  to  pray.  In  no 
other  way  can  such  pure  joy  be  given  to  herself,  or  any  service 
be  performed  for  her  offspring,  which  can  compare  with  this  in 
lasting  results  for  good.  Let  Christian  mothers  realize  the 
nobility,  the  sacred  character  impressed  on  them  by  motherhood  ; 
the  tender  love  by  which  the  eternal  Father  encircles  and 
ennobles  them,  making  them  his  co-operators  in  peopling  the 
heavens  made  vacant  by  the  fall  of  the  rebellious  angels.  To 
rightly  acquit  themselves  in  this  great  work,  God’s  grace  and 
guidance  are  to  be  obtained  for  the  asking. 

In  the  home,  too,  under  the  eyes  and  the  care  of  parents, 
the  first  lessons  of  the  Catechism  should  be  learned.  We  earn¬ 
estly  exhort  all  parents,  and  those  having  charge  of  children,  to 
begin  instructing  them  in  the  Catechism,  even  at  a  very  early 
age.  From  five  to  eight,  or  nine,  they  will,  with  very  little 
reasonable  care,  learn  its  lessons  thoroughly.  Do  not  think 
they  are  too  young,  or  that  there  is  time  enough  later  on 
for  this  instruction.  Let  the  noble  ideas  of  revealed  truths  be 
the  first  to  take  root  in  their  hearts.  The  child  mind  is  like  a 
seed  gradually  unfolding,  and  stretching  forth  tiny  fibres  in 
search  of  nourishment,  that  it  may  unfold  still  more,  and  be 
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strengthened  along  the  lines  of  its  development.  In  the  case 
of  the  child,  these  lines  are  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  by 
which  the  rational  principle  of  life,  or  the  soul,  is  fed,  exercised, 
and  strengthened.  Healthy  growth  in  plants  is  promoted  by 
wholesome  nourishment  supplied  to  their  tender  roots ;  and  a 
healthy  development  of  the  human  soul  is  produced  by  the 
noblest  kind  of  knowledge.  The  opening  mind  is  very  near  to 
Heaven,  and  will  eagerly  grasp  at,  and  assimilate,  heavenly 
ideas  and  revealed  truths.  Hence  the  benefit,  as  well  as  the 
obligation,  of  teaching  wholesome  knowledge  in  the  dawning 
years  of  childhood. 

This  early  home  training  should  be  followed  up  by  the 
parents  themselves,  as  well  as  by  the  teachers  of  children  at 
school,  and  by  the  priest  to  whose  spiritual  charge  they  are 
committed.  Catholic  parents  should  learn  a  lesson  from  their 
enemies.  At  the  present  day  all  the  efforts  of  the  enemy  of 
souls  are  directed  to  the  one  end  of  securing  control,  through  his 
tools  on  earth,  who  are  not  always  consciously  guilty,  of  the 
education  of  the  young.  In  every  civilized  country  attempt^ 
are  continually  being  made  by  the  State,  and  not  always  unsuc¬ 
cessfully,  to  usurp  the  right  of  the  parent,  and  to  ignore  the 
Church  in  the  matter  of  education.  To-day  Christianity  is 
everywhere  challenged  to  fight  for  its  existence.  Not  that 
Christians  are  called  upon  to  suffer  blows  or  torments  for  the 
faith — (better,  far  better,  that  it  were  so)  but  they  are  forced 
to  make  sacrifices  and  to  fight  to  preserve  from  spiritual  des¬ 
truction  the  children  on  whom  the  hope  of  the  future  depends. 
Why  this  persistent  and  universal  war  to  obtain  control  of 
education  ?  Are  politicians  consumed  with  zeal  to  promote  the 
spiritual  interests  of  the  nation  ?  Are  School  Boards  burning 
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with  ardour  to  ensure  the  salvation  of  their  neighbours’ 
children  ?  Who  thinks  so  must  be  overflowing  with  charity, 
and  wonderfully  deficient  in  common  sense.  This  universal 
war  to  obtain  possession  of  the  child,  more  cruel  in  intent  than 
the  slaughter  of  the  innocents  by  Herod,  although  varying  in 
its  tactics,  has  a  common  cause,  is  engineered  by  a  common  mind, 
and  is  directed  to  a  common  end.  Hostility  to  Christianity  is 
the  cause ;  the  General-in-chief  is  Satan  ;  the  end  is  the  perdi¬ 
tion  of  souls.  These  are  words  of  sober  truth.  No  doubt 
some,  nay,  many,  of  the  human  agents  are  simply  well-meaning 
men,  misled  by  a  few  crafty  ones,  who  form  and  propagate 
“  public  opinion  ”  through  the  various  Lodges.  It  is  safe  to 
assert  that  less  than  a  score  of  men  shape  the  policy  of  modern 
nations  for  a  period  of  years.  Whilst  Christians  are  asleep,  the 
enemy  is  busy  oversowing  their  heritage  with  cockle;  when 
the  harvest  time  approaches,  they  are  surprised  to  find  that  tares 
are  more  abundant  than  good  grain. 

Let  us  who  believe,  learn  a  lesson  from  the  enemy,  and  at  all 
cost,  keep  the  education  of  the  young  in  our  own  hands. 
Surely  our  zeal  in  this  should  equal  that  of  those  who  are  striv¬ 
ing  to  control  it  in  order  to  destroy  Christianity.  They  know 
that  the  habits  and  tendencies  acquired  in  youth,  usually  grow 
with  the  growth,  and  strengthen  with  the  strength  ot'  the 
individual.  Let  us,  too,  bear  that  in  mind,  and  thus  guard  and 
instruct  the  child  at  home,  and  send  it  only  to  such  schools, 
both  primary  and  higher,  as  have  the  distinct  approbation  of 
the  authorities  of  the  Church.  It  may  entail  some  sacrifice  to 
do  this,  but  in  no  other  way  can  we  have  a  reasonable  hope  of 
seeing  the  seed  of  faith,  implanted  in  the  soul  by  Baptism, 
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quickened  by  a  healthy  growth,  develop  and  flourish,  and 
produce  fruit  for  eternal  life. 

Do  you,  dear  Brethern  of  the  Clergy,  endeavour  to  impress 
the  souls  committed  to  your  care  with  a  sense  of  this  most  im¬ 
portant  duty.  Never  tire  of  bringing  it  under  various  forms, 
and  indifferent  aspects,  to  their  notice.  You  cannot  be  too  in¬ 
sistent  on  this  point ;  you  cannot  exhaust  the  question,  for  the 
reasons  which  can  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  obligation  of  sur¬ 
rounding  the  Catholic  child  and  youth  with  Catholic  influences, 
can  be  gathered  from  the  whole  domain  of  natural  and  revealed 
religion.  You  have  read,  no  doubt,  the  weighty  words  of  the 
Pope  in  his  letter  to  the  Bishops  of  the  World,  on  the  teaching 
of  Christian  Doctrine.  The  Supreme  Commander  on  earth  of 
the  faithful,  has  sounded  the  call  to  action  ;  he  has,  also,  indi¬ 
cated  the  nature  of  the  steps  to  be  taken.  It  is  for  us  to  cheer¬ 
fully  respond  to  that  call,  and  to  follow,  as  nearly  as  we  can,  his 
instructions  and  commands.  In  places  in  which  there  is  only 
one  Priest  we  direct  as  follows  : 

1.  We  presume  that  the  pastor  has  already  a  time  set  apart 
on  every  Sunday  and  Holiday  of  Obligation,  for  teaching  Cate¬ 
chism  to  the  children ;  if  not  he  is  required  to  do  so  at  once,  and 
to  spend  at  least  half  an  hour  every  Sunday  in  this  most  holy 
and  sublimely  pastoral  duty. 

2.  At  a  suitable  season  in  each  year,  he  shall  appoint  a 
number  of  days  during  which  he  shall  carefully,  and  diligently, 
prepare  for  their  first  communion  those  who  are  of  an  age  to  be 
admitted  to  its  reception.  He  shall,  also,  when  Confirmation  is 
about  to  be  given  in  his  mission,  spend  several  days  in  Cate- 
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chising  and  disposing  the  candidates  to  worthily  receive  this 
grace-giving  Sacrament. 

3.  He  shall  canonically  institute  in  each  of  his  Missions, 
and  is  hereby  empowered  to  do  so,  a  society,  or  sodality,  of 
pious  and  intelligent  laics,  to  be  called  a  “  Catechistical  Teaching 
Society.”  The  members  of  this  Society,  under  the  direction  of 
the  pastor,  will  act  as  helpers  in  teaching  the  catechism,  both  at 
the  Church,  and  in  suitable  places,  to  be  designated  by  him, 
throughout  the  Mission,  or  Missions,  under  his  charge. 

4.  His  Holiness,  recognizing  the  pressing  need  of  instruc¬ 
tion  in  the  primary  truths  for  very  many  adults,  orders  that  in 
addition  to  the  usual  homily  on  the  Gospel  at  the  parochial 
Mass  on  Sundays  and  Holidays,  the  Pastor  shall  give  a  plain 
and  practical  instruction,  on  these  truths,  making  use  of  the 
catechism  of  the  Council  of  Trent  for  that  purpose,  and  following 
its  order.  This  instruction,  can  be  given  in  the  afternoon  or 
evening  ;  it  should  be  short,  clear  and  impressive,  and  may  be 
followed  by  Benediction  of  the  most  Holy  Sacrament. 

Where  there  is  more  than  one  priest,  the  pastor  will  see  to 
it  that  these  regulations  are  carried  out  in  ampler  form,  one 
hour  to  be  spent  in  teaching  catechism  to  the  children,  and  that 
at  each  low  mass  a  very  short  instruction,  in  orderly  sequence, 
on  the  fundamental  truths  of  religion  be  given. 

In  the  Litany  of  Our  Lady  the  invocation,  “  Mother  of  Good 
Counsel,”  is  to  be  inserted  immediately  after  that  of  “  Mother 
Most  Admirable.” 

Now,  dearly  beloved,  I  hope  and  pray  we  may  one  and  all 
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gird  up  our  loins  and  do  our  best  to  strengthen  the  faith  that 
is  within  us  by  Baptism,  to  spread  abroad  a  knowledge  of  its 
saving  truths  where  unknown,  and  to  conserve  and  develop  it 
in  the  hearts  and  intelligences  of  those  who  are  under  our  care. 

By  virtue  of  an  Indult  from  the  Holy  See,  the  regulations 
for  Lent  are  the  same  as  last  year.  We  earnestly  exhort  the 
faithful  to  compensate  this  indulgence  of  the  Apostolic  See 
by  alms  and  good  works. 

The  grace  of  our  Lord  be  with  you  all,  Dear  Brethern. 

This  Pastoral  Letter  shall  be  read  in  every  church  of  the 
Diocese,  on  the  first  Sunday  after  its  reception,  that  the  Pastor 
shall  officiate  therein. 

*  C.  O’BRIEN. 

Archbishop  of  Halifax. 


Halifax,  February  20th,  1906. 


